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(Writien in Doc's own wonds Apail 12, ?931 at Font Jonm, Cal.)

We have amused the kids fon many yeans with tales ol the wagon trains
on thein dong tnins acwss the nlains from St. Jo, flissouni to the Pacific
Coast. These sionics have all been on the funny side, but to put them down
on peoer and waite il all is anwvthen thing, forn the other side has mone
Zthan a tinge of sadness.

Ny Lathen and my oldest brothen, Joe, and my 3 uncles, (my mothen's
brothens, the Walkens) had just senved buvo yeans in the U.S, Anmy. To
ne=enlisd on join the trains fitting out in 5%. Louis forn Califonrnia was
the question. The cold winters of the middle west decided them-—they would
crods 2o Califonnia,

The wagons wene made in 32, Lowis, 12 of them--3 each for the foun
Lamilies,(my family, the Wilsons, and the 3 Walken families.) In S2. Jo,
Nissound, they bought tents, new harnesses, and supplies and we left there
in May, 1863. !

We passed through Omcha, Nebraska, then a prainie toun. There were 8
of wus boys, 2 in eoch family were just leanning Zo aide,. Joe Walker of
Etna, Calif, was the biggest one of ws. Joe, and my brother, Bl liildon,
of Yneka, Calif. and J, are the only ones left of the 8 boys,

After we passed through Onaha, othen small tnaing joined ws untid we
wene one of the largest trains thal crvssed the plains that yearn. My fathen
had spent many years in the southwest when young, and he was an expenienced
Indicn fighter. He was clwsen Capiain of the irain., He always said 2o hold
a commissdion in the Anmyg was one thing, but to baing an emigrant irain across
the plaina in aafety was anothen #hing. The Captain might be left sometimes
whene he had nothing but his six=shooter to back him up. Two niles had to
be kept, he said: Linst, the trcin mus neven be conralled on low ground
by streans where the willow and cotton woods grow=--it was certain death,
because the Indians could sneak up through the treed;. the trnain must be
cornalled on high ground and wood and walen cannied no matten how jinconvenienty
the second nule was, the front right hand conrner of each wagon box had to Zouch
the left nean connen of the wagon in faont until the cincle was completed.
Every man had to take his tuwn at guand, Zwo with the horses, and two ct the
connal.,

Some of #he Indian Chiels on the plains had a recond, such a4 Chicf
Little Tuntle, and Hheu could count thein warnions by the thousands. One
day we met an old French inaper and troden. Hethad 5 squans nanging from his

oun ace doun Zo about 16, From a boy of 21, his kids Zapered doun Zo a papoose.
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He had 20 ponies loaded with bales of beaver shins, 3 with beavea traps, and 1
caried 2 lange bear traps. He was going (o St. Lowis to sell his winter catch,
then visit hio brother in lMontrneal, then retunn and go back up the Yellowsone
fon the next season, Amost the finst question he asked was, "Has Richmond fallen?"
When told it had not fallen, he scemed disarpointed. Jt was plain to sce Zhat he
was a atrong nonthern man. Ie said a man had been killed on the Little Sox Mden
by a band of Hedcloud's warnions, unden Chief Silven Hoan, and they had cannied
avay the man's wile, a handsome young woman, and #aken hen up the Yellowstone
Rivern, He didin't think the Calvary stood much of a chance Zo ne-captune hen.
We aftewvands learned this woman was Fonny Kelley, and she was nescued 5 months
daten by Captain Logan of the U,S.Anmy in the ternitony of Montana.

We soon began o overtake the prainie schooners dran by % and 5 yoke of
oxen, lenven, Colonado was the point fon mwait of them. Soon the choice had to
be made between 2 rvads-——one was the Nonth cnd the othen the South Platte. We
tooR the South Platte, and when we ncached the Linst fond it was 3/4's of a mile
wide., [The wagon boards had Zo be blocked un to keep above the watern, and then a
nope tied around the cupling pole and bed to keep it frm floating off. The men
went chead Zo look for quicksand holes which made it a veny dangerous crossing.
J don't kow how many times we forded the Platte, but J nemember crwssing it
wice,

lun foun families had several extra honses. The & bows had the job »f
bringing up the nean with the extras, niding one and driving the nest, Jt wasn'i
bad at tinst, but soon it began o get hot and the alkalie duat’ began %o gel
deeper and deeper. The freight schoonens soon began to leave dead catile behind
them, They would banely roll them out of the nvad. The buffalo had just passed
through on thein way north., The recan of the tnain came nean being caught in one
head. In thede hends, wagons had been oven tunned and women and children trampled
2o death, The buffalo left more dead than the freight teams and they often had fo
be nolled on dnagged from Zhe novad., Watea became scarce and bad., Waten hegs
were filled each monning fon the honses at nvon. Each honse had 3 gallons of
water with one pint of floun stinned into it When the drinking water keg was
filled about 2 ounces of honseford acid was pouned in o Rill the elkalie, SELUL
it was bad, Women and childnen began to Zake sick, The dried fruwit my mother and
aunts had Zaken such pains Zo dwut began to 4poil and had 2o be throun avay, Fruit
dried in the middle west in the sun won't heep Like it will in California dricd
the same way, Butten packed in cans soon became strwng and spoiled. Each of
oun 4 families had packed a chest of jellies and bottles of fawid juices, [hese
had 2o go fon the dick women and cluilinen, Jt seemed thein lives depended on ii.
a&me was plenty of floun, meal, and bacon. The bad water and no vegetables began

)
*The floun was put into the honse's drainking waten to newtnalize the alkalie.)
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Bands of antelope began Zo show up. Finst small, then larnge, at times, it seemed
Like sevenal hundned, ISmall bands of warrions now began Zo show at a distance on

each side, and scouts had Zo be kept on each dide of zthe train., These scouts
wene huntens and often brought in antelope.

Che day a white cloud with a yellow base was seen coming from the nonth,

Jt was a hail etonm and Zonnado, The teams wene headed south and while the
drivens unhiiched, the women and boys ataked  zhe wagons doun. Two of my
sistens with hammens wene dniving stakes, and ropes were thaoun oven the wagons
from stake 2o ostake. I held stakes fon one of my sistens. Finat the wind and
sand struck ws, then the hail. We ataked #wo wagons and wiile my sislen was pounding
the last stake on the thind wa_gz.;;, a hail stone 4tduck hern in the face, Jdhe
dropped the hammer and ran fon the wagon——she cravled in and J scrombled unden
it My oldest brothen unhitched his % hondes ond tied the & haltens Zogethen.

He was in the centern and the honses wene going nound and nound, pulling againsi
each othen., This was the only team that was held. iy cousin Jim Yalken un=
hitched his 4 honses and they tone avay with the Lines dragging behind. Some-
one had picketed one honse alone. [lle ran the Length of his nope and the ivan pin
naised out of the sandy ground, The honse flew past Jim and the pin tuwiing on
it's swivel just missed his head, The stomn was gune as quick as it came nd the
honses huddled Zogethen a half mile avay wene brought back, Jn one houn, Zhe
train again moved. on.

The Sioux wene the strngest tnibe on the plains and we wene now in zhe
heart of thein countny. One day the scouts came in early and neported a large pariy
of mounted wannions on each sdide of the road traveling the same way as the tnain.
They wene said to be unden an old chief named Spotted Tail. He had once worn a
deopard skin cloth with the spotted tail 42Ul on it awd he had gone by that name
since, The waten hegs wene refilled at once and #he train carefully corralled
on a koll, fon we were sure we would be attacked ihat night. After supper
we Zook the beds from the wagons and cannied them Zo the centen of the connal.
The men laid around the nim with rifles at thein sides and some shotguns loaded
with twelve buckshot. Some young women came over and sat by their husbands cnd
bnothens, Jn times of dangen a boy clings 4o his Jad---the ioung boys came oven
and laid doun behind thein fathers, with a saddle blanket oven them and fell
asleep, At 3 in the moaning a burning anrow went up into the shy, then two mone.
The Indians had a code of signals, and they wene always agreed upon before ncrting,
and they wene simale. We were sune the atiack was coming, A¢ 4 a.m., a faint
stneak of Light showed in the east~-~"now Ls the time", we thought, and every man
buckled his belt tighten—-but they neven came. The sicnals had meant someting
else. This was as nean as we came 4o having an attack by a atwong force of

Indians.
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We soon overtook an emignant #rain with ox teams houn as the fnkensas
Zrain.Their ecattle wad the longest hoans we had ever seen., They were all well

anmed, many of the men camnied dong nifles as they walked beside the inain,

On the inside of the sheets hung some of the: larngest shotguns we had even seen.
Eveny wagon had wood axles with a tarbucket on the cupling pole fon grease,

The back wheels were as high as a man's head, and wene held on with a pin Zhu'
the spindle, One man, named Gnimes, seemed quite a chanacten, He didn't belong
2o the train, he had ondy fallen iun with them. fle hadn't the least. sense of.
danger and carnied no awns, He and his wife and 11 children had one wagon. JIn-
stead of an ox team, Gnimes had 3 yoke of cows, all giving milk, and the calves
had been left behind. Une of my brothers met Grimes in Sacramento yearns aften-
wards, He said after we pa/.v.ted .them, his cows, aften thein milR had dried up,
had out-traveled the ox Zeams and he had gone on alone. He neached Susanville,
Calif, in Novemben, 1863, when his last sack of meal was gone.

lJenven, Colorado had none of the fine sitone buildings she now hass Lnly
a few pewmanent ones and they have been nemodeled on nepnlaced. We camred one
night in the Valley of a Thousand Springs. They wesne mone Like wells than springs.
and you couldn't see the bottom of them. The motherns had thein hands full hending
the kids away. HAften suppen a man who scemed Zo step out of the hills, came Zo
my father's Zent. He was middle aged, tall and vewy straight, rle wone a new
suit of bucksking, inimmed with Hudson Bay beads. ilis hat and shint were of
Line quality, His alenden white hands and his fancy gold watch and chain, showed
he hadn't worked, and was evidently a mon of means, Mg fathen gave him some
Line books, for which the mon was very grateful. Something he wanted my father
didn't have, but said he would be glad to send it back to the man, his finst
chance, "Wo”", the man said, "J couldn't think of Froubling you that way." He
wasn't going 2o tell his name. He 4daid a train had camped there befonre us, and
a amall boy had fallen into one of the wells, before they could get him he scnk
Lon the last time. He Lodd how man afier man had gone down, at the risk of his
oen Life, all night dong, but they coulditt find the'boy. He told of the mothen's
agony and that of his older brothens when fonced 2o leave without him. IEf they
could only have found him, it wouldn't have been s0 bad. The man said he came %o
tell ws, fon we ought to how,

Laten, we wene wanned by the Anmy officens against the Mormons as we neaned
Utah, "They will come to meet you, and if you tnust them, they will steal your
honses”, we were 2old, Thein plan was 2o fun thein oun horses Loode with younr
honses, aften catching another honse 2o nide, then they would stampede the band,
using thein oun horses as deaders, JIn this way, they could be 50 miles avay by
moAning. Sure enough, one evening two men node intv oun camp. They wene
Hormons,  They said the Indicns had stolen their honses and they had trached

them fon several days, Now they wanted to travel with the Zrain fon protection
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until they wene back home., Aften suppen, they said they would take their turns
as honse guands through the night, They wene told they were noi needed, and they

were placed in a tent to themselves ond a guerd walked in front of thein Zent all
night, They wene protected in this way fon two nights---then they just slipped
avay.

At Font Bridgen, we found the soldiens veny bitten against the Mormons,

The Mountain Meadow llassacre was Laid 2o Mommons dressed as Indians, and it was
AL fresh in the minds of the soldierns and emigranis.

We camped one night on the Green Riven, and the next day we traveled 16
miles by 1 p.m. We stopped to walen the honses from the waten kegs. My fathen
wad going 2o get on a honse o go ahead of the train 2o look fon a nicht camp—
he stepped dauwn from the high seat of his wegon and the nuzale of his nevolven

caught on the sead, Linped it up and it 4lid from it's holster~-the hammen

struck the wheel, dischanging it and shot my fathen througl the temole, killing
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him instantly. This was a heavy blow to all, J& nearly killed my mothea—~

but she nallied and we went on,

Salt Lake City mostly was wooden buildings and it looked fine. Oitches
carnied waten from hot spnings miles avay and the water crossed the stneets,
The gandens and frwit and shade tnees looked nice. We cart ~d one night in
Echo Cayon.,  The Devil's Gate didn't Zake long 2o get through but we stopped and had
a good look at it. When we neached the scene of theillountain fileadow lilassacre he
tnain was stopped for an hourn. The soldiens showed ws around and said the
govenrunent should take it up and nun douwn the guilty panties, Jn Nevada, we laid
over a day at the edge of the desert, Then we filled the water hegs and stanted
acrwss at 4 in the aftewmnoon to cross in the night. The hoases would stand it
much betten at night. At midnight the honses had 3 gallons each of waten with
a pint of flourn in it. That nicht was a long one, but at last daylight began
2o show, The fomward wagons had neached the edge at sunnise and wene camped
by a clean strneam and wene frying bacon and antelope steaks when we came up,.

Two noads crwassed the Siennas. The Donnen noute, and via Susanville,
Lessen County. The Jonner noute was grazed out, 4p we took the othen. Ihe .
mountains wene the grandest sight we'd even geen. Suwsanville had no peamcnent |
buiddings, but the stneets wene full of schooner bed wagons, that neenly Zouched
the sign boands in front of the stones. rt the Pitt Riven a man named {ockhast
fernied ws acrwas on a pole nait, just below whene the toun of Fall River and the
sowen plant now stand, At Buiney Valley the Sndians had killed the hostlen and
burned the stage station ond wnad is now kwwn as the Asey white lanch, From
there we crwased the mountcing on the nlden noad that went ‘own Stillwaton Creeh,
Things began to look fLine in the Sacramento Jalley, First omall nanches, then
darger. Men on honseback met ws~-they opened gates fon ws and shoved ws whene
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o drive in and Lind good camping ground. The fields of wheat and barley,
" and the apricot and fig onchards we had neven seen before. Red Blulf was
the head of navigation on the Sacnamento River. [They had one boat a week
and zhey forwanded frieght Zo all points north. Three pack trains wene
doading fon Fort Walla Walla in Washington terrnitony. One Zen mule team
was stanting fon Silver City, Nevada, About a dozen teams wene loading fon
Scott Valley, most of them fon H. J. Diggles, Font Jones.. He had just built
a new big brick atone there, now occupied by zhe Reichman Mercantile Co,
(now Edgecombs']. The Last time J visited Red Bluff the only old land marks
J could find was three old warehowses on the niven front, They werne build
of clay and stone. Une me !, one Loamars’, and one, Comstocks’,
From hene all the freight was fomvarded nonth.

Kind negards to all,
(Signed) Alex Wilson

(Oniginal stony at Etna Museun)
Finat copy was typed by Peggy Whipple forn Clinton and Pansy Custer's 50th
wedding annivensany, July 21, 1969. (held on the day man Lirst landed on the moon)

Re-typed by Dolones Eastlick, at the nequest of Leland Custer, Dec. 1980.



